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T E E 


PREFACE. 


HE Reader will, TI bobs FR 
ſee, upon the peruſal of the fol- 

6 Letter to His Majeſty, that it 
is calculated to redeem the credit of 
Dedications, as far as the Author 
| could, to remove the reproach of adu- 
ation, at leaft, in one inflance. 


Indeed it were greatly to be wiſhed, 
that all Ki ings had ſcilful and faith ful 
zafters, 70 guard them againſ} the 
poiſon of Harter, as well as that of 


food. 
The 


a « » 


ra ACE 
The evils of this vice are glaring 


ind odioxs en men, git i. ate is 


The moff Gains = 4 virtues is 
Madeſty.———-Vaw Flattery is to thts 
virtue (and indeed, in a great degree, 
to every other), what Paint is io 


Beauty. Paint hides the native graces 
of complexion — daubs, defaces, and, 


in the = totally deſiroys, under the 
pretence, literally under the Flour, of 
adorwing. 


But, above all. it defeats all the 
purpoſes of that inſtinctive grace, and 
moſt amazing guardian of virtue, 
Bluſhing. Paint robs this fine emblem 
and ornament of virtue, of all its ufe. 
and beauty; as flattery deftiroys all 
the grace, ornament, and reality, of 
the virtue itſelf.—— Beauty is deftiroy- 


ell, 


NACE 
ed, and deformity ſucceeds, in both, 


God in his goodneſs defend all the Fair, 


the Power ful, and the V irtuous, from 
the delufrot and deadly bane. 


T have only to add, that if, by the 


Bleſſing of God upon my humble and 


honeft endeavours in this little piece, 
any of my fellow Chriſtians are bene- 
fited, as none are injured, my end is 
anſwered, 


— 


* 


—— 


Ya 


10 
| Hts Sactny MAJESTY 
GEORGE the III. 
| „„ | ID 
GREAT BRITAIN, &c. 
KT N 6 4 


DEFENDER of the FAIT H. 


M/ Gracious Sovereign, 
W are informed, by the accounts 
left us of the ancient Egyp- q 
tians (deemed the wiſeſt nation in the =_ 
world), that it was a rule eſtabliſhed 2. 
among them, every morning, as ſoon 
as the King had diſcharged the du- 
o ties 


x DE DIC AT ION. 

ties: of his devotion, to have the vir- 
tuous actions and exploits of ſome 
great man read carefully before him, 
in order to excite and implant great 
and noble ideas in his mind, to direct 
his judgment, and influence his con- 
duct, in ſimilar caſes, for the better 
adminiſtration of his affairs, and go- 
vernment of his kingdom. 


Lr this, Sir, plead the excuſe of 
a private man, claiming no affinity 
to Egyptian wiſdom (except in an 
humble imitative application of it), if 
he preſume to lay before Your Ma- 
jeſty the behaviour of that wiſe and 
excellent Emperor, Conſtantine the 
Great, in a point by him deemed of 
great importance. How far it was 
ſo in itſelf, Your Majeſty will beſt 
judge; and, poſſibly, the following 


account 


DEDICATION. xi 
account of it may not be altogether 


unuſeful to determine your judg- 
ment. | 


'Tais great man was, beyond all 
dt a prince of excellent endow- 
ments, abilities, and diſpoſitions: — — 


not clear of human infirmities, in- 


deed; but unblemiſhed with vice of 
any us: | 


His praiſe muſt ever be high in 
honour, and his memory moſt pre- 
cious amongſt us, to whom (under 


God) we owe the reformation of the 


old world from all the immoralities 


and. abominations of idolatry and 


heatheniſm, and the eſtabliſhment of 
it in chriſtian Py unanimity, and 


Peace . 


b 2 I raxt 


xi DEDICATION, 


I TaxE it for granted, from the 
wiſdom and piety of thoſe who had 
the care of Your princely education, 
that You were early habituated to 
hear truth; and, therefore, I preſume 
to hope, that Your Majeſty will think 
it pardonable in me to put You in 
mind of one truth, which your wiſ- 
dom and piety may deem of great 
importance, 


Ir is generally believed, and, in 
conſequence, become a national re- 
proach, that the concerns of Religion 
have been leſs attended to in the Bri- 
ziſþ colonies of America, than thoſe 
of any other European nation. And 
poſſibly it may not be altogether un- 
worthy of notice, that they have been 
much leſs attended to, than in the 
colonies of our great rivals in com- 
= merce 


DEDICATION, xi 
merce and empire; whole principles 
we do not deem fo truly Chriſtian, 
If this be fact, as I am too well ſatiſ- 
| fied it is, Your Majeſty will beſt 
judge, how far it may become You 
to take this matter into your moſt 
ſerious conſideration, 


I am very far from the preſump- 
tion of dictating to Your Majeſty, or 
Your Council, or even adviſing on 
this head; and only beſcech God to 
direct and influence both, as He ſees 
beſt.— Indeed, had I an undoubted 
right to adviſe in this affair, I ſhould 
employ it to no other purpoſe than 
humbly to exhort Your Majeſty, and 
Your Adviſers, to hear the complaints 
of the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, in thoſe regions, and to ſet the 
example of God before Your eyes, 


xiv DE DICAT ION. 

in Your” conduct on this occaſion 7 
and ſeriouſly to conſider the meaſures 
which He Himſelf made uſe of in the 
eſtabliſhment of His holy Religion, 


and the laws He laid down for the 


maintenance of His miniſters among 
His own people. 3 


Bur as J claim no ſuch right, I 
ſhall barely beg leave to hint, that, 
poſſibly, the ſignal ſucceſs of Your 
Majeſty's Royal Anceſtor's arms in 
the conqueſt of great tracts in that 
new world, might be calculated, in 
the purpoſes of Providence, to more 
than worldly views; to enable and 
incline thoſe excellent diſpoſitions, 
with which His infinite goodneſs hath 
bleſſed Your Majeſty, to reform thoſe 
great tracts to the purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith, to His own glory, and 

ta 


DEDICATION. av 
to the endleſs happineſs of che inha- 


bitants. 105 5 " 


Youx Majeſty's own - reflexions 
will beſt remind You, that to reform 
the morals of Vour people, is, beyond 

all doubt, the moſt effectual means 


to promote the peace, happineſs, and 


_ proſperity, of Your dominions; and to 
convey them, corrected and eſta- 
bliſhed in virtue, t to your late poſ- 
terity. 


Tuar God will inſpire Your heart 
with all the purpoſes moſt conducive 


to His glory, and the good of man- 


kind, and effectually enable You in 
the happy purſuit and accompliſh- 
ment of them; is the moſt zealous 
with, and moſt fervent prayer, of 
one who fincerely thanks God for 


the | 
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xi DEDICATION. 


the bleſſing of ſuch a Ruler; and 
humbly and earneſtly prays for a con- 


tinuance of it ; and feels a happineſs 
in finding © himſelf, among many 
thouſands of loyal unknown, 
Your M4128 vs | 
Moſt dutiful, 
and moſt deyoted, 


An Humble 


A P O L O G 


FOR 


| Chriſtian Orthodoxy. 


IV. is too well known, that 4 
| Moped < have a ſtrong ambition to 7 
wah be thought ſingularly learn- 
ed) allowed him (in contempt of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, and all other 
Societies of ſerious Chriſtians) to 
place Orthodoxy to the ſcore of Igno- 
rance, without any diſtinction either 
| of creeds, or countries, 
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a late Author (believed to ,, . 
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be fark hd to. 1 3 PE ** 
licence 1 to be endure d by fir 
truly Chriſtian, | 


Hrs poſition was this, that hat- 
ever country you go into, the unthink- 
ing part thereof are always the re- 
puted Orthodox; without the leaſt 
hint, that the Chri/tian had any ad- 
vantage over the Mahometam or Hea- 
then. 


Tris indifcriminating abuſe ſcem- 
ed to me ſo great an inſult upon the 
rational purity of the Chriſtian Faith, 
as ought not, could not, go long un- 
chaſtiſed. And therefore, I waited 
earneſtly to ſee ſome abler pen vindi- 
cate the truth; but finding I waited 
to no pürpoſe, I reſolved, at length, 
to take up my own; hiding it 
might not miſbecome, or be hk 

too 


[3] 


too adyenturous in me, even in this 


advanced age, to refute the calumny; 
ſince nothing more was required to 
do fo, but plain reaſon and hiſtorical 
truth: and I beg leave to aſſure the 
reader, that I have endeavoured to do 


this, without entering into any con- 


troverſy upon the point, with any 


mortal alive or dead; barely placing 


the caſe in an open, a true, and, I 
hope, a clear light. An endeavour, 
for which, I hope, the learned Chriſ- 
tian-will pardon me, and the un- 
learned, perhaps, thank me. 


Ax here, I think, it will not be 
1mproper to premiſe, that, by Chriſ- 
tian Orthodoxy, is meant, an Uni- 


formity of Belief with that of the 


Primitive Chriſtian Church, ſet forth 
in the Creeds of the Ag and the 
Council of Mice. 


3 : To 
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[4] 


To begin then: Tapprehend there 


are few Chriſtians, of any conſidera- 


tion, above the vulgar, ſo ignorant, 
as not to know (or at leaſt to have 
heard) that the Chriſtian Religion 
was in a ſtate of perſecution from 
Chriſt to the time of Conſtantine the 
Great, with very few and ſhort in- 
tervals; that it underwent all the 
fiery trials, that human or helliſh 
8 and calumny could deviſe or 


ie 


Tx character of this great Em- 
peror, the deſtroyer of Pagan idola- 
try, and abominations of every kind, 
and the eſtabliſher of Chriſtian Faith, 
and Truth, and Purity, over the face 
of the earth, muſt, on theſe very ac- 
counts, be rarloufly reported of, by 
hiſtorians of contrary intereſts and 
prejudices. Hut what they all agree 
in, muſt, I 1 be taken for grant- 


ed. 


[3] 


ed.—And. in this they all, (except 


that ſadly and groſsly ſuperſtitious 


man, and enemy to truth, Zofimus),. 


moſt undoubtedly agree, that he was 
valiant, chaſte, learned, modeſt, re- 
markably gentle, and amiable in his 
addreſs ; magnificent and. generous, 
far beyond the example of any of his 


predeceſſors, and, I think, far beyond 


any rang in hiſtory. _ 


1 me be „ to quote a 


few paſſages from in OY | 


on theſe heads. 


0 Pa AXAGORAS the Athenian, a Pa- 
gan hiſtorian, gives this account of 
him.---He tells us, that Maximin the 
Tyrant, deſigning his deſtruction, 
found means to engage him in com- 
bat with a fierce Lion, whom he ſlew; 
and Conſtantine ſoon after, finding his 


deſtruction was determined — the 
Tyrant, 


—— — — 
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Tyrant, eſcaped to his father, Con- 
ftantius—at which time (it is ge- 
nerally believed that) he was upon 
his death-bed at York, and (being 
tranſported with joy at the ſight of 
his ſon) appointed him ſole heir to 
His part of the empire. 


A FTER this, Conftantine hn of 
the cruel tyranny of Maxentius in 
Rome, and not long after of Licinius 
in the eaſt, he (earneſtly ſolicited by 
an embaſſy from the ſenate and peo- 
ple of Rome, to relieve them) was 
prevailed upon from the joint mo- 
tives of humanity and intereſt to in- 
vade both; and overcame each, ſuc- 
ceſſively. And by ſo doing, redeem- 
ed many regions of the earth from the 
moſt dreadful ſtate of miſery and op- 
preſſion recorded in hiſtory.— And 
he adds of Conſtantine, © that he 
te obſcured all the Emperors that 

cc pre- 


(7 ] 
e preceded him, with every virtue, 
« and every thing that was good, 


« beautiful, and 3 as well 


« as with every "Mi and "yu 
„ fortune.” | | 


AvuRELius Victor (an Heathari 
author alſo) in his hiſtory of the Cæ- 
/ars, ſpeaks to this purpole : Where- 
fore, it is well known, that erudition, 
and gentleneſs of manners, eſpecially, 
are neceſſary to princes : inaſmuch, as 
without theſe, the goods of nature are 
deſpiſed, as rough and rude; and, on 
' the other hand, thoſe gained Cyrus, 
the Perſian king, eternal glory: but, 
in my memory, theſe raiſed Conſtan- 
tine, although eminent in all the other 
virtues, to the lars; in the good 
wiſhes of all men : who, indeed, if be 
had ſet bounds to his munificence and 
ambition, and theſe arts by which 
e ſpirits are apt to be ovenſet in 

their 


To 
their too eager purſuit of glory, be 
had not been far from a God. 


I sHALL trouble the reader no fur- 
ther, than by barely mentioning what 
the judicious writers of the Univerſal 
Hiſtory ſay of him, in ſumming up 
his character. All authors allow him 
to have been a prince endowed with 


extraordinary accompliſhments, both of 


body and mind. An excellent com- 
mander, an able ſtateſman, a great 
encourager of learning, and himſelf 
much addicted to read, Write, and 


meditate. 


Tuts prince, converted to the 
Ehriſtian religion by a miracle, I fay 
by a miracle, too public and too well 
atteſted to be reaſonably denied or 
doubted, and ſoon after raiſed, by 
the Providence of God, to the impe- 


rial Roman throne, in all its glory, 
| and 


191 
and eſtabliſhed i in full peace, with 


out a rival, or partner in power. 


Tus prince, thus circumſtanced, 
thought nothing ſo glorious, after he 
had delivered the whole world from 
tyranny and oppreſſion, and eſta- 
bliſhed it in civil peace and hap- 
pineſs; as to deliver it alſo from the 
tyranny of fin and idolatry, and 

every corrupt and ſuperſtitious abo- 
mination that reigned i in it, and eſta- 
bliſh it alſo in religious purity and 
peace. And after he had tried ſeve- 
ral other methods, and found them 
ineffectual, he thought nothing ſo 
likely to be effectual to this end, as 
aſſembling an univerſal council of 
Chriſtian Biſhops, in order to have 
all the points controverted amongſt 
Chriſtians fully and fairly debated 
and diſcuſſed in his preſence; a fair 
and full trial of the truth being the 

C moſt 


[10] 

moſt natural means to bring men to 
an agreement about it. And accord- 
ingly he ſummoned ſuch a council, 
and brought Biſhops from all the re- 
gions of the known world, Euro- 
peans, Aſaus, and Africans; even 
Scythians, Sarmatians, Perfians, and 
inmoſt Indians; and conveyed them 
at his own expence, together with 
their aſſiſtant Preſbyters, Deacons, 
and attendants of an inferior order, 
to the city of Mice in Brithynia, 
A. D. 325. 


TaitHER alſo reſorted many learn- 
ed Laicks and Philoſophers of moſt 
eminence; and many public diſpu- 
tations were held, not only between 
the contending Chriſtians, but alſo 
between the ableſt Philoſophers and 
the Chriſtian Biſhops, aſſiſted by the 
Preſbyters and Deacons: among 
whom Atbanaſius, a man almoſt 


cquall y 


[ x2 ] 

equally admired, applauded, and ab- 
uſed (then only a Deacon) ſoon be- 
came eminently diſtin — And 
it is agreed, on all hands, that all 
theſe diſputations and debates (tho 
begun, as it 1s natural to think, with 
a good deal of heat) were carried on 
with the greateſt calmneſs of temper 
by all parties. 


Bite account of theſe diſputations | 
yet remains to us in Gelaſſus Cixi- 
cenus's Acts of the Micene Council *, 
and other eccleſiaſtical Writers. And 
a long and learned diſputation be- 
tween Athanaſius and Arius (ſaid to 
be held before the Council of Wice 
is recorded in the Works of that 
Father (indeed more than one), and 

* Indeed Celaſuus's credit, as an hiſtorian, is of 
little or no weight; but his materials ſeem to be 


well collected, and far from being of his own in- 


vention. 
C 2 p 


22 


is perhaps as maſterly in its kind (the 
| Socratick) as any tranſmitted to us 
from the days of Plato: which if the 
antichriſtian advocates of heterodoxy 
had known, and well conſidered, 
they would perhaps have made no 
mean addition to their ſcriptural 
knowlege; nor would their ſuperior 
wiſdom, high as it may be, even in 
the eſtimation of their own humility, 
or the wiſdom of their admirers, 
have found that father (and the coun- 
cil in general) more the object of 
their reproach and men. than of 
their veneration. 


HowEvER, it muſt be owned, that 
theſe gentlemen are not the only per- 
ſons reproached with hereſy who 
have treated the Micene Council with 
contempt. One other heretic (and 
but one that I know of early date), 


Sabinus the Macedonian (who made 
a col. 


1 
a collection of the canons of ſeveral 


{ynods), did the * in calling 
them idiots, 


New the candid ade will calmly | 
conſider, what credit is due to this 
man, when he examines the cha- 
rater given of him by Socrates Scho- 
laſticus, who repreſents him as a ca- 
lumniator and a falſifier of the acts 
which he pretended to recount, Some 
things (faith Socrates) he hath defign- 
 edly amitted; other ſome he hath de- 
praved and changed: but he hath 
interpreted all paſſages according to 
bis 0 0071 Senſe and defign. 


TR E ſame Socrates tells us, that 
this Sabinus was not aſhamed to 
charge Euſebius, Biſhop of Cz/area, 
—_ the reproachful foot and ble- 
miſh of ignorance (Lib. I. at the end 
of 9 s Letter to the _— 
o 


41 

of Alarandria, Chap. 6.) Now when 
this man charges one of the moſt 
learned men that ever lived with ig- 
norance, the reader will judge what 
regard i is due to him, when he calls 
the Biſhops of the MMicene Council, 
Tdiots. 


Tux ſame Hiftorian tells us (Lib. I. 
Chap. 5.) that this Sabinus does in- 
deed commend Euſebius Pamphilus 
as a witneſs worthy to be credited: 
he does alſo praiſe the Emperor for 
his judgment and ſkill in the Prin- 
cCiples of Chriſtianity. 


N ow fince this defamer admits 
Eruſebins to be a witneſs worthy of 
credit, the candid reader will judge 
for himſelf, whether Euſebins s cha- 
racter of the Biſhops of that Council 
does not thoroughly confute Sabinus $ 
calumny. 5 


Eusz-—- 


[ 15 ] 


Euszzius's account of thoſe Bi- 
ſhops is as follows + : he tells us, that 
this council was like a ſpiritual gar- 
land compoſed of the choiceſt flow- 
ers, or chiefeſt learned men of ſeveral 
nations, And again, Chap. 9. Of 
theſe Miniſters of God, ſome were 
eminent for their wiſdom and ela- 
guence; others for their integrity of 
life, and patient ſufferings of bard- 
| ſhips ; ; others were adorned with mo- 
deftly, and à courteous behaviour; ſome 
of them were highly reſpected by reaſon 
of their age ; others were eminent for 
their youthful vigour, both of body and 
mind. Doubtleſs that Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves this, to ſhew, that ſome of them 
were now in the full ſtrength of bo- 
dily conſtitution, and conſequently 
in the prime of their intellectual 
powers; as many others were venc- 


+ Life of Conſtantine, Lib. iii. chap, 9 and 


gth. 
1 


[ 26 ] 
rable for their great age and expe- 
rience. And it is agreed on all 
hands, that many of them were con- 
feſſors for the religion of Chriſt. And 
we have good grounds to believe, 
that the teachers of many of them 
were informed in the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion by the diſ- 
ciples of Polycarp, * other * 


lical men. 


Tux candid reader will eaſily con- 
ceive, and ſoon conclude, what weight 
he ſhould lay upon the teſtimony of 
Euſebius in this relation, when it is 
conſidered, that he was no way par- 
tial to the Orthodox, but quite the 
contrary; and was brou ght to their 
opinion from his own, in the council, 
by dint of conviction. 


Bur a late author gives us clearly — 
to underſtand, that Euſebius's aſſent 


ON 


— 1 
on this occaſion was not from coti- 
viction, but from the influence and 
authority of the Emperor Conſtantine, 
who required all the Biſhops, then 
preſent, to ſubſcribe to the Son's Con- 
ſubſtantiality, or Sameneſs of Sub- 
Nance, with the Father. 


In anſwer to this, give me leave 
to declare, in the ſincerity of my ſoul, 
that I never could find, from any ac- 


count or hiſtory of the tranſactions, 


of thoſe times (even after a long in- 
quiry), the leaſt hint of the Emperor's 
requiring the aſſent or ſubſcription of 
any perſon there preſent, or uſing 
any influence, except ſuch as diſ- 
courſing and reaſoning on the point 
| in controverſy might — have. 


TRus much indeed we may learn, 


from the moſt unprej judiced witneſs 
D of 
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of thoſe tranſactions, that it was the 


Emperor himſelf who introduced the 
word conſubſtantial into the de- 
bate; and that he explained and diſ- 
tinguiſhed upon it with a clear judg- 
ment, and philofophical accuracy; 
and when he had done ſo, which was 
not done till after long previous de- 
bates, and after the Scriptures had 
been thoroughly examined upon the 


point, the whole aſſembly became 


unanimous in their deciſion. 


* As my purpoſe is not to write a hiſtory of 
this Council at large, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
the main point controverted in it, was the Divinity 
of our Bleſſed Saviour; which, after it had been 
fully proved in the aſſembly, from the Sonſhip, 
Sameneſs of Nature, and Unity, of the Son with 
the Father, it was at length thought proper (to 
guard againſt the infinite artifices, evaſions, and 
ſubtleties of Arius, and his followers), to expreſs 
that Sameneſs of Nature by the Sameneſs of Sub- 
ſtance, 5 by the word, W l 


What 
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 Waar Euſebius adds upon that 


occaſion, is very remarkable. 


To this opinion, ſays he, thus 
explained (that is, by the Emperor 
and Council), we thought good to 
<« give our aſſent; more eſpecially 
cc becauſe we alſo knew, that ſome 
of the ancient, learned, and emi- 
«© nent Biſhops, and writers, have 
made uſe of the term Homo- ou ſios 
( oonſubſtantial) in their explana- 
<« tions of the Divinity of the Father 
and the Son.” 


WIII any man, that is himſelf 
ingenuous and ſincere, blacken this 
declaration of Euſebius as hypocri- 
tical and inſincere? eſpecially after 
he himſelf hath told us, that the aſ- 
ſembly were unanimous in their de- 
ciſions; and that he aſſented to the 


words, of one Subſtance with the Fa- 
| 2 ther, 


#her, in the ſame ſenſe in which they 
were underſtood in the Council. 


His words, as quoted from theſe 
au * now referred to, are theſe: 


« BuT this propoſition, to be of 
* the ſame Subſtance with the Father, 
ce doth expreſsly repreſent to us no 
© more than this; viz, That the Son 
« of God hath no community with, 
ce or reſemblance to, created beings; 
ce but that, in every reſpect, he is 
like the Father only, who hath be- 
c gotten him; and that he doth exiſt 
, no other 5 ubſtance, or Eſſence, 
« but of the Father. To this (opi- 
e nion) therefore, thus explained, we 


Fe ene good to give Our aſſent.“ 


'® See his Letter to the People of his Dioceſe, 
Leere, Hiſt. oy Lib, i. and Theod. Lib. i. 


AND 


1 


Ap yet there are ſome men in 
the world (at ; leaſt there have been) 
hardy enough to charge him with in- 


ſincerity on this occaſion; and not 


him only, but the great Conſtantine 
alſo: to which I ſhall only anſwer, 
that, were there no other proof of the 
integrity and zeal with which Con- 
tantine tranſacted this affair, I frank- 
ly own, that the vaſt trouble and im- 
menſe expence incurred to accompliſh 


his purpoſe, is to me argument abun- 
dantly ſufficient to evince his ſin- 


cerity: foraſmuch as all this could 
anſwer no other end but that of con- 
ſcience towards God); for all the pur- 
poſes of peace and good government 
in the empire, and loyalty to him- 
ſelf, would effectually be anſwered 
by the ſole ceaſing of perſecution, 
And if we add to this his ſolemn and 
repeated prayers to God in behalf of 
the Chriſtians, gecorded by Euſebius, 
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ſor the eftabliſhment of peace and 
unanimity of faith in their hearts, we 
muſt of neceſſity conclude him either 
an open and upright Chriſtian, or a 
moſt deteftable deceiver and hypo- 
crite—an hypocrite equally ſtupid 
and infernal——an abomination of 
depravity, of which he never was 
even ſuſpected by his worſt and moſt 
malignant enemies ; and from which 
his nature, his whole character, and 
courſe of Life, were utterly abhorrent. 


For my own part, although I am 
tar from preſuming to compare or 
pronounce any thing upon the point, 
yet I ſolemnly declare, I could almoſt 
as ſoon acquieſce in the calumny of 
thoſe deteſtable miſcreants, who could 
turn the beſt-natured and moſt bene- 
ficent conduct of our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf into reproach and abuſe. 


THe 


L 23 | 

Taz number of Biſhops aſſembled. 
at Mice, on this occaſion, is reported 
with ſome variety by different wri- 
ters; but Socrates Scholaſticus . ex- 
preſsly pronounces, that their deci- 
ſions were determined by the una- 
nimous ſubſcription of three hundred 
and eighteen Biſhops, from whom 
five only difſented ; and of thoſe 
five, two of them afterwards retract- 
ed, and ſubſcribed, as did Arivs him 
ſelf, after ſome time, although, it is 
to be feared, not fincerely: and I 
muſt own, I am, in my judgment, if 
not determined, at leaſt ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded to conclude in favour of this 
number; inaſmuch as I find it the 
received opinion of the Fathers, that 
Abraham's army of three hundred: 
and eightcen. men, by which he 
reſcued Lot from the miſcreant cap- 
tives of Sodom, was a type of this 
Chriſtian ATOP of Biſhops, by which 


the 
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the true faithful were redeemed and 
reſcued from the corruptions of the 
infidel world. And, for my own 
part, I ſhall not take upon me to pro- 
nounce, that this judgment was not 
well founded; conſidering how many 
perſons and things, under the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Old Teſtament, were 


types of perſons and things under 
that of the New. | 


Turs great aſſembly of Biſhops 
were convened in one vaſt chamber 
in the Emperor's palace ; of which. 
Euſebius ſpeaks, as deſignedly en- 
larged for that purpoſe. 


Ix the midſt of this chamber was 
erected a moſt magnificent throne; 
on which the Sacred Writings were 
depoſited, to be referred to, as the 
Oracles of God, as occaſion called. 
And what 2 aſebius obſerves of Con- 
tantine 
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Pantine on this occaſion 1 is very re- 
markable; z it is to this 1 888 


Trar when the Emperor entered 


into the aſſembly, he appeared as an 
angel from heaven, in all the ſplen- 


dour of earthly glory and grandeur; 


which yet were out-ſhone and eclipſed 
by thoſe evident impreſſions of true 

piety and awe of the Almighty, which 
ſhone out in his countenance ; his 
down-caſt eyes, bluſhing 1 
and amiable humility of deportment, 
ſet off by the dignity of magnificent 
and fine proportion, firmneſs, ſtrength, 
and ſtature, far exceeding all his no- 
ble attendants. 


4 his entrance into che Condit: 

he cauſed a fmall chair of gold to be 
placed for himſelf, about the middle of 
the chamber, as it were at the footſtool 


of the throne, and behaved himſelf 
with 


26 
with as much humility towards that 
venerable aſſembly (calling himſelf on 
all occaſions their fellow ſervant), as 
if he had been the meaneſt man 
amongſt them. 


| Goop God! how did that humi- 
lity exalt him! and how mean is all 


the united princely pride of all earth- 


ly potentates in compariſon of this 
Chriſtian humiliation ! 


Wuũu Ar glorious ideas doth this 
humiliation ſuggeſt to us of a man, 
at that inſtant inveſted in all the rays 
of royalty] perſonal beauty] and im 
perial grandeur Never was this 
virtue, truly chriſtian, ſo adorned 
and ſo exalted upon earth, ſince the 
transfiguration of Jeſus Chriſt ! 


NoTwiTHSTANDING that the Em- 
peror had ordered a chair to be placed 
. — op 


—̃ 1 
for himſelf in the aſſembly; yet did 
he not offer to ſit down, till the 


whole Council made it their humble 
requeſt to him to take his ſeat. 


Tux Euftachius biſhop of Anti- 
och (not the deputies of the Roman 
pontiff) opened the council, in a 
ſhort but eloquent oration, ſuited to 
the occaſion; acknowledging the 
goodneſs and liberality of Constantine, 
in calling that aſſembly from all the 
regions of the earth, for the eſtabliſn- 
ment of Chriſtian peace; and ended 
with thankſgivings to God for ſo 
bleſſed an event. 


TRE 2 then i the 
aſſembly in a wiſe, a well judged, a 
truly pious, and pathetick oration, 
confeſſing the exceeding goodneſs of 
the Great Ruler of all things to him, 


N that of all his predeceſſors in 
E 2 the 


„ 
the empire; who, after he had en- 
abled him to ſubdue his other ene- 
mies, deſtroyed thoſe tyrants that 
warred with God, and eſtabliſhed him 
in earthly tranquility, had now given 
him a proſpect of Chriſtian peace, 
through their means: earneſtly ex- 
horting them, that they would no 
longer ſuffer the Religion of Chriſt 
to be torn into diſſenſions and diſtrac- 

tions, by the wiles of the wicked one, 
and expoſed, by that means, to the 
reproaches of defamers; and beſeech- 
ing them, that, laying aſide all con- 
tentions and animoſities, they would 
with zeal apply themſelves to that 
one great purpoſe of Chriſtian unani- 
mity and peace. 


Wu this was over they proceed- 
ed to the buſineſs for which they were 
convened: and it is agreed on all 
hands, that, after the firſt perſonal 


animo- 


11 


i were laid, by the pru- 
dence, piety, patience, wiſdom, and 
fine addreſs of Conſtantine, all the 
queſtions were moved, and the de- 
bates carried on, in this great coun- 
cil, with the utmoſt temper and inte- 
grity. Euſebius himſelf owns this: 
and Conſtantine glories in it in his 
letters to the churches concerning 
that ſynod; affirming, that all things 
that ſeemed to give occaſion or mat- 
ter of controverſy were there accu- 
rately examined and diſcuſſed.----And 
Socrates, the hiſtorian, comments 
more at large upon the openneſs and 
minute exactneſs with which all things 
were there debated and enquired in- 
to, and finally and with an amazing 
unanimity determined: but not till 
after a long, a diligent, and a deli- 
berate enquiry; for it continued, at 
leaſt, two months (ſome of the beſt 
writers lay, Gore) £ 


SOZOMENE 
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SozoukNx faith of this aſſembly; 
c Some excelled in underſtanding 
« and eloquence, and were eminent 
«© both for their knowledge in the 
« Sacred Scriptures and for other 
learning alſo; and that others were 
famous for their integrity and vir- 
tue of lite.” 


A 


0 


A 


5 


A 


Bur what Conſtantine himſelf ob- 
ſerveth of them is yet more remark- 
able. He calleth them, Men ad- 
mirable for modeſty of mind and ſaga- 
city.----One of the fineſt and perhaps 
rareſt temperaments and endowments 
of the human ſoul ! and, doubtleſs, 
the more honoured by Conſtantine, as 
it was ſo eminently the true character 
of his own. 


All ancient writers upon this ſub- 
ject are agreed, that all parties were, 


on this occaſion, . aſſiſted by many 
able 


Lo] 
able diſputants: and ſome 8 hes 
then as — as Chriſtian. | 


8 D ſurely it is well worth the 
moſt ſerious attention of thinking be- 

ings to reflect, that the members of 
this council were men ſeparated from 
one another by very remote regions, 
languages, prejudices, and intereſts, 
(many of them remarkably at variance 
with one another,) and agreed in 
nothing but one common Chriſtian 
Faith. And, doubtleſs, this was one 
reaſon why Constantine, in his letter 
to the churches on this occaſion, tells 
them, therefore you may willingly 
embrace this decree, as Cod s ordinance, 
ſent down from Heaven. | 


Grvs me leave to obſerve, that the 
age is allowed more generally learn- 


ed than perhaps any other we know 


of indeed allowed by the beſt cri- 
5 ticks, 
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ticks, the moſt learned æra of tlie 
church upon the whole (although not 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed on that ac- 
count in particular regions), the Gre- 
cian literature being now almoſt uni- 
verfally diffuſed over the whole earth, 
by means of Alexander the Great, and 
his ſucceſſors in power, and by the 

moſt providential tranſlation of the 
Scriptures by the Septuagint ; without 
which pre-ordaining and adorable ap- 
pointment of Providence, this great aſ- 
ſembly could not have been convened; 
or would have met to little purple; 


5 APPEAL then to A 0 and 
ingenuous reader, is it poſſible to 
imagine a more rational ground of 
Chriſtian Orthodoxy, than an hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion to the deciſions of ſuch 
an Aſſembly; after a calm, a long, 
a deliberate diſcuſſion (as I before 


5 of all the points in contro- 
Fel! 


1 $3 ] 

verſy? After a long and continued 
— of adorable confideration | | 
(as an ancient writer finely expreſſeth 
it): and this ſentence ſupported by 


the unanimous ſuffrages, not only of 


all the holy men and confeſſors, but 


alſo of ia whole (almoſt infinite) 
multitude of the faithful here al- 
ſembled. 


A Aſſembly, calm, conſiderate, 
learned, modeſt, pious! the moſt 
numerous, truly venerable, conſcien- 
tious, and chriſtian, that ever yet 
met upon earth. 


5 


Lz then the learned authors, ad- 


verſaries to the faith of the WVicene 


council, deſpiſe, as they in their ſupe- 
rior wiſdom think meet. I for my 
own part ſubmit, without the leaſt 
pretence to humility in ſo doing; but 
quite otherwiſe; owning the irreſiſt- 
| 1 able 
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able power of reaſon and truth — and 
carneſtly beſeeching God, of his in- 
finite mercy, not only to preſerve 
me, for ever, in the purity of this 
faith, but likewiſe to preſerve me, 
for ever, truly thankful for this moſt 
glorious, unequalled, and unrivalled 
evidence of the moſt reaſonable and 
ſolid grounds of Chriſtian Orthodoxy ! 
of the truth of his Son's Goſpel, and 
doctrine of his Divinity, ſo amazing- 
ly, I had almoſt ſaid fo miraculouſly, 


confirmed. 


From the facts here laid down, 
and hiſtories referred to, ſome clear 
and very important obſervations are 


to be deduced. 


F rſt, it is notorious, that in all the 
diſputes between the ſeveral ſects of 
_ Chriſtians, as well with one another 
as with the pages philoſophers (upon 
this 


1 


this occaſion), there never was the 
leaſt hint or doubt urged or raiſed 
againſt the authenticity or genuine- 
— of the Sacred Writings, then re- 


ferred to; nor any the leaſt hint, 


ſuſpicion, er ſurmiſe, of their being 


blemiſhed by corruption of any kind. 


And the ſame is remarkable con- 
cerning all the writings of Julian, 
Celſus, &c. the moſt early and deter- 


mined enemies to the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. And this the candid reader 
muſt own is in the place of ten thou- 
ſand proofs of the authenticity and 
ww of the Sacred Writings; and 
ſhould methinks make the preſent 
hardy objectors bluſh to death for 


their ſhameleſs and groundleſs calum- 


nies and infinuations upon that head. 
And I am ſorry to number among 
theſe, a late noble Lord, who ſhould, 
and I am almoſt tempted to think 
muſt, have known better at the 

F 2 very 
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very time of his writing. I am con- 
fident he did in the prime of his 
underſtanding, and leſs vitiated ſtate: 
and therefore I cannot help conſider- 
ing that part of his works as the ſad 
dregs of a depraved, perverted, and 
exhauſted genius *, And I heartily 
congratulate the candid Chriſtian up- 
on many full, clear, and critical con- 
futations of it ; particularly thoſe of 
Dr. Leland in the whole, and Dr. 


* However, as the work abounds with the 
moſt confident aſſertions (ſhameleſs and ill 
grounded), in oppoſition to the moſt ſacred and 
ſalutary truths, I think myſelf bound, in the cha- 
rater of a watchman and a lover of mankind, to 
warn the world to be upon their guard againſt it 
not heſitating to aſſure them, who will take the 
trouble to read it, that they will, upon a careful 
peruſal, find in ic, more glaring contradictions, 
falſe principles, ſhocking abſurdities, abandoned 
abuſe of wile and good men, and, under the co- 
lour of ch4iſtifing the wickedneſs of the clergy, 
more profligate prophaneneſs, than perhaps any 
other work hath hitherto dared to profeſs and 
publiſh. ED 
Clayton, 


1 
Clayton, late biſhop of Clogher,- in 
Pare Fo + - 


ANOTHER 3 clearly de- 
ducible from the tranſactions of the 
Micene council is this: 


Ir hath been idly objected to the 
Chriſtian Religion, that, if it had been 
of ſo much conſequence to the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, God could not have 
been ſo partial as to confine the know- 
ledge of it to a ſmall portion of the 
earth comparatively. 


+ Nor can I avoid taking notice of the ſagacity 
of Mr. Pope, in diſcerning the weakneſs of that 
noble lord, upon ſubjects of divinity, ſo many 
years before, as may be ſeen in a letter from him 
to Dr. Swift, dated Dec. 10, 1725. 

He is there giving the Dean a particular ac- 
count of his particular friends, and among other 
things writes thus: Lord B. is above trifiing, when 
Be writes of anv thing in this world, he is more 
than mortal : if ever be ts it muſt be when he 
turns divine. 


Now 
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+ Now this objection is clearly con- 
futed by the accounts left us of this 
Council; for it appears clearly, from 
the hiſtory of this Council, that the 
Chriſtian Religion was, at that time, 

fully manifeſted over the whole earth. 
For how elſe could Chriſtian Biſhops 
be called to it from every region of 
the known world? And therefore 
the ceaſing of it from many regions, 
where it was once eſtabliſhed, is no 
more an imputation upon the equal 
and impartial goodneſs of God to his 
creatures, than the prodigal's waſte- 
ing his portion in riotous living is an 

imputation upon the benignity of the 
Kind and indulgent father, who pro- 
vided it for him! N ay, it is certain, 
_ that the knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Religion was ſpread overthe face of the 
-whole earth in the days of the Ap of- 

tles. And to this — e ar. of 


its perſecutors contributed almoſt as 
3 much 


i 1 


much as mY zeal, virtue, and mira- | 


culous powers of its teachers. 


TRE willen of the ſucceſſive per- 
ſecutions drove many of the ableſt 
and moſt ſincere profeſſors of Chriſ- 
tianity, year after year, and age after 
age, into many of the moſt deſolate, 
barbarous, and remote regions of the 
earth; where their ſuperior under- 
Wading their exemplary piety, the 
integrity and purity of their manners 
(to ſay nothing at preſent of their 
miraculous powers), gained them ſo 
high a degree of veneration and 
eſteem, as naturally engaged all thoſe 
they converſed with, to reverence 
their lives, and, in conſequence, to 
nne their opinions. 


Tes religion was yet made now 
more known to the world by various 
means. 

FiRsT, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Fins r, by the fame of this Coun- 
cil, and by the going thither, and 
return thence, of all the biſhops, 
clergy, laity, and philoſophers, thro' 
ſeveral regions of the earth, to and 
from their own ſees, . pariſhes, and 
places. 


SeconDLy, by the Emperor's let- 
ters to all parts of the world, from 
whence it was convened: as alſo his 
ſubſequent letters to all the abſent 
biſhops, and many churches. And, 


TIR DIY, by the diſtinguiſhed 
marks of his enlarged munificence 

and favours, diffuſed far and near, 
on this occaſion. For we are aſſured, 
he made preſents to every man af 
that aſſembly; and gave ſeveral of 
them (eſpecially thoſe who had been 
confeſſors) ſignal proofs of his muni- 
ficence, affection, and eſteem. 


AnD 
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Ann laſtly, by the Emperor's great 
charities, ſent at that time (and pro- 
bably by the hands of the Biſhops) 
to all parts of his dominions, For we 
are exprelly aſſured by Euſebius, that 
Conſtantine ſent authentick letters of 
the tranſactions of that Council, by 
the hands of the moſt eminent Biſhops 
in the world, to all the Biſhops who 
were not there, and to all the re- 
gions of the earth who had no repre- 
ſentatives there; exhorting them to 
unanimity and aſſent to the decrees 
of the ſynod. And, at the ſame time, 
made liberal diſtributions of money 

among all the people, as well thoſe in 
the country as in the cities; clearly 
manifeſting and diffuſing the mani- 
feſtation of the influence of Chriſtian 
Charity upon his on heart, in every 
circumſtance of its diſtinguiſhing ex- 
cellence, 


0 Tur 


Tut Religion of Chriſt was yet 
more amply manifeſted to the world 
by ſeveral ſubſequent councils, and 
aſſemblies of Chriſtians, particularly 
that great one at Feru/alem, A. D. 
335; whither an immenſe number 
of Biſhops, and Chriſtians of all kinds, 
from all the regions of the earth, 
were ſummoned by Conſtantine, to 
celebrate the dedication of that moſt 
noble and magnificent temple, there 
erected by him, in memory and 
honour of the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Tuksk Biſhops alſo were conveyed 
thither, 'and maintained there, at his 
expence: to which was added, an 
amazing diſplay of munificence, and 
charities of all kinds, to an infinite 
multitude of poor. 


% 


Wren the candid reader conſiders 
this tranſaction in all its circumſtan- 


ces, 
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ces, I think he cannot but regard it 
as a kind of new Chriſtian æra the 
æra of the republication of the Goſpel! 
in which the croſs of Chriſt ſhone out 
with a new luſtre; with a glory bear- 
ing ſome analogy with that in which 
it had lately ſhone out to Conſtantine 
the Great, in the heighth of Heaven, 
and in the ſight of his whole army; 
above the ſun then n from the 
meridi jan. 


Lr any man then candidly revolve 
in his own mind, the happy ſtate of 
eaſe and tranquility then enjoyed by 
the whole earth; the Emperor's flow- 
ing humanity and benevolence to all 
mankind, at all times, and upon all 
occaſions; and his moſt unexampled 
and unbounded munificence and 
charity upon this occaſion ; and then 
ſay, whether the bleſſed Hoſt of Hea- 
ven might not now, with great pro- 
priety, ſing out a ſecond time, Glory 
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and obſervation to. add, and that is 


that the whole Chriſtian: Church ovet 
the face of the earth was at this 
time governed by Biſhops, truly; and 
properly ſo called how fir before 
and; after is no part of my preſent 9 
purpoſe to enquire 3 àn &-thertfort z 
ſhall barely beſeech our Diſfenting + 
Brethren to take this into moſt ſcrioug 
and chriſtian conſideration z from 
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